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Route 66 2SLGBTQ Historic Sites Project Designated an Official Route 66 Centennial

Initiative

Chicago — March 14, 2026 — The Route 66 2SLGBTQ Historic Sites Project has been
officially designated as a Route 66 Centennial Project, highlighting the
underrepresented Two Spirit and LGBTQ history along the iconic highway.

The project will document and map sites related to 2SLGBTQ history, making these
important stories visible and accessible to the public. The designation ensures the

project will be part of the nationwide commemoration of Route 66’s 100th anniversary in
2026.

The project’s website will allow users to explore historic sites through an interactive
map. Each point corresponds to a published entry of 250—400 words, illustrated with
historic and contemporary photos and digital artwork. Sites will cover themes including
gender diversity in Native American cultures, LGBTQ travel and nightlife, activism, arts

and culture, entrepreneurship, and the AIDS epidemic.

The intended launch date for the website is April 30, 2026, coinciding with the opening
ceremonies of the Route 66 Centennial Celebrations, with an initial 66 historic site

entries.



Bill Thomas, Chair of the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership and Commissioner for the
Route 66 Centennial Commission, said, "Route 66 has always been about connecting
people and communities across the country. This project ensures that the stories of Two
Spirit and LGBTQ individuals along the Mother Road are recognized and celebrated,
adding another vital layer to the highway’s history as we mark its centennial."

The Route 66 2SLGBTQ Historic Sites Project builds on models like the NYC LGBTQ
Historic Sites Project, using careful research, storytelling, and interactive mapping to

create a dynamic resource for scholars, travelers, and the public.

For more information about the Route 66 2SLGBTQ Historic Sites Project visit

route66queersites.org
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About the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership

Established in 2016 with the support of the National Park Service and the World
Monuments Fund, the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revitalize and
sustain Route 66 as a national and international icon through partnerships focused on
promotion, preservation, research, education, and economic development. Only In Your
State is the official Publishing Partner to the Route 66 Centennial. Founding Sponsors

of the Route 66 Centennial include the lllinois Route 66 Centennial Commission,

American Express, AAA Route 66 Road Fest, Cruise America, Harley Davidson, Rand

McNally Publishing, and Booking.com. For more information, visit

route66centennial.org.
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