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Route 66 Special Project at Gathering of Nations Powwow Designated Official
Route 66 Centennial Project

Chicago — April 23, 2026 — The Route 66 Special Project at the Gathering of Nations
Powwow has been designated an Official Route 66 Centennial Project, recognizing its
role in celebrating the 100th anniversary of the historic “Mother Road” through culture,

community, and connection.

Taking place April 24 to 25, 2026, at Expo NM in Albuquerque, the Route 66 Special
Project will be featured as part of the renowned Gathering of Nations Powwow—one of
the largest Native American cultural events in North America. The two-day expo will
showcase a diverse array of programming designed to evoke the experience of

traveling along Route 66 through New Mexico.

The event will include musical performances, traditional dances, and presentations that
honor the centennial of Route 66, reflecting the road’s historic role in connecting

communities and celebrating the rich cultural fabric of the American Southwest.

“Projects like the Route 66 Special Project at the Gathering of Nations Powwow
highlight the cultural depth and diversity that define the Mother Road,” said Bill Thomas,
Chair of the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership and Commissioner for the Route 66



Centennial Commission. “By bringing together Route 66 history and Native American
traditions, this project offers a powerful and authentic way to celebrate the centennial

and the communities that have shaped the road’s legacy.”

As part of the celebration, Main Street at Expo NM will be transformed into a vibrant
Route 66-inspired experience. Visitors can explore a classic car show and themed
décor reminiscent of the original highway along Central Avenue, alongside Native
American art, crafts, food, dance, and song. A recreated teepee village will provide a

space for quiet reflection, evoking the spirit of earlier times.

"This year's Gathering of Nations Powwow is celebrating not just 43 years of Native
American tradition and culture but taking a retrospective look at the event which
happens on Route 66,” said Melonie Mathews, program coordinator, Miss Indian World
and Gathering of Nations.

“Route 66 was significant in the development of Native American trade, commerce and
exposure to this rich and diverse culture. As it continues 100 years later; to be a

significant highway through the cultures of New Mexico.”

The Route 66 Special Project also offers an immersive cultural experience that
encourages attendees to extend their travels across New Mexico. With more than 2,000
Native American participants at the Gathering of Nations Powwow, visitors will have a
unique opportunity to engage with Indigenous culture while exploring the stories and

landscapes that define Route 66.
By blending the centennial celebration with one of the country’s most significant cultural
gatherings, the project underscores the enduring importance of Route 66 as a pathway

not only for travel, but for cultural exchange and understanding.

For more information, visit gatheringofnations.com.
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About the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership

Established in 2016 with the support of the National Park Service and the World
Monuments Fund, the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revitalize and
sustain Route 66 as a national and international icon through partnerships focused on
promotion, preservation, research, education, and economic development. Only In Your
State is the official Publishing Partner to the Route 66 Centennial. Founding Sponsors

of the Route 66 Centennial include the lllinois Route 66 Centennial Commission,

American Express, AAA Route 66 Road Fest, Cruise America, Harley Davidson, Rand

McNally Publishing, and Booking.com. For more information, visit

route66centennial.org.
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