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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
“Running for ALS” Designated as Official Route 66 Centennial Project

Chicago — March 10, 2026 — The Running for ALS initiative has been designated an

Official Route 66 Centennial Project by the Route 66 Centennial Commission.

The project will raise funds for ALS research and provide support for individuals facing
the costs of and treatment. It will also support preservation and economic development
along Route 66.

Enric Casacuberta, of Catalonia, Spain, who lost a dear friend to ALS, will run the length
of Route 66 over five months starting on August 30, 2026.

Over the past century, thousands have worked to preserve the history and culture of
Route 66. By undertaking this journey, Enric aims not only to raise awareness and
funds for ALS but also to support local businesses and initiatives along the historic
Route.

Donations to ALS will be encouraged through the Running for ALS website, which will
also feature a QR code and links to the Road Ahead Route 66 Preservation and

Economic Development Program.



“‘Route 66 holds a special place in the hearts of millions, and the dedication of
individuals like Enric ensures that its legacy continues while also supporting a critical
cause,” said Bill Thomas, Chair of the Road Ahead Partnership and Commissioner for
the Route 66 Centennial Commission. “We are proud to officially recognize Running for
ALS as part of the Centennial celebration.”

Route 66 has been one of Enric’s favorite places on Earth, having traveled it three

times.

“I'm very happy to collaborate with Route 66 in helping preserve such a special legacy,
and I'm grateful to be considered part of its centennial celebration,” said Enric.

“At the same time, we are asking for support to contribute to the work of the ALS
Association in both Catalonia and the United States. It's an honor to be part of this

celebration while supporting such important causes.”

The project aligns with the goals of the Route 66 Centennial in promoting both

preservation and support for local communities.

For more information about Running for ALS, to follow Enric’s journey, or to contribute,

please visit https://runroute66forals.org/.

Ends

Notes to Editors:
About the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership

Established in 2016 with the support of the National Park Service and the World
Monuments Fund, the Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revitalize and
sustain Route 66 as a national and international icon through partnerships focused on
promotion, preservation, research, education, and economic development. Only In
Your State is the official Publishing Partner to the Route 66 Centennial. Founding
Sponsors of the Route 66 Centennial include the lllinois Route 66 Centennial
Commission, American Express, AAA Route 66 Road Fest, Cruise America, Harley
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Davidson, Rand McNally Publishing, and Booking.com. For more information,
visit route66centennial.org.
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